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438 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

The volume contains a number of copies of old portraits: Dr. James 
Blair, Justice Blair, Mrs. George Braxton, Jr. (Mary Blair), Colonel John 
Banister, George Braxton, Jr., Dr. Gustavus Brown, and other more 
modern portraits. There are also pictures of various old houses; the 
College ( why not the old, instead of the present building?); the Blair 
house, Williamsburg; " Newington " and " Battersea." 

There are some minor faults, as in all genealogical books. Sometimes 
the proof-reading has not been very good, as there are obvious omis- 
sions of words. On page 27 the author says: "The College (William 
and Mary) in its organization was Episcopal, and probably will always 
remain so." For many years the College has been, in no sense, Epis- 
copal, and will never be a sectarian institution. The statement on page 
31 that Mr. Hugh Blair Grigsby was a descendant of Dr. James Blair's 
brother, is without foundation. Page 32: " The College of William and 
Mary * * named in honor of the Hollandaise line of British sov- 
ereigns." There could hardly be a "line" where only one individual 
of this family ever sat on the throne. 

The portrait in the Boiling Collection, referred to on page 34, which is 
called " Hugh Blair," is, there can hardly be a doubt, that of Dr. James 
Blair, whose niece John Boiling married. On page 42, Neill's Virginia 
Vetusta is called " Neille's Virginia Restituta." 

The author states that he was unable to obtain any elaborate history 
of President John Blair, his birth, &c. His obituary in the Virginia 
Gazette gives his age, and there is much concerning his official career in 
various public records. From a staternent on page 79 it is evident that 
Dr. Horner has taken a note of Mr. Wynnes, in "The Boiling Memoirs," 
to be a part of Robert Boiling's brief account (originally in French) of 
his family. 

But these, as has been said, are minor faults, which do not affect the 
real value and interest of the book. The letters more than make up for 
any little errors or deficiencies. 

One very serious fault is, however, to be found in Dr Horner's book — 
a fault not easily forgiven in any book, but unpardonable in such a work 
as this — there is no index. 

Genealogy of the Hord Family. By Rev. Arnold Harris Hord. 
Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott Company, 1898. 

This book, in contradistinction to that just noticed, is strictly a gene- 
alogy, thoroughly and carefully prepared and arranged, after the most 
approved method, and with a full and accurate index. In appearance 
and contents it is worthy of the good old Virginia family which it de- 
scribes. The first sixty pages contain an account of the Hord family in 
England, and the remainder of the book (124 pages) gives an accurate 
and carefully prepared genealogy of the descendants of John Hord, who 
settled in what is now Caroline county, Virginia, in 1685, and whose de- 
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scendants are now widely spread through the Union. The only criticis.n 
to be made on this valuable addition to Virginia and American genealogy, 
is that the author has, we think, assumed without sufficient proof, that 
John Hord, who was born at Ewell, England, December 29, 1664, was 
identical with the immigrant to Virginia. This probably was the fact; 
but there is no proof of it. 

Several of the family distinguished themselves in Virginia troops dur- 
ing the Revolution, and a number have been since well known citizens 
of the State; but the inclination of the Hords seems to have been to- 
wards the West, and it was there that the principal work of the family 
was done. Pioneers, Indian fighters, active as magistrates, legislators 
and judges in new States, and as leading business men and farmers, 
their history affords a most interesting study of the manner in which 
one family has helped to build up the great West. And, on past the old 
West, 1 1 the farthest West, we find in the account of the family, the name 
of the head of the most famous manufacturing establishment in San 
Francisco. The volume also contains brief notices of the families of 
Norvell, Foote, Triplett, Ewell, Harris, and others. 

It is handsomely illustrated by thirty-two portraits, views, &c. 

The Willis Family of Virginia. By Byrd Charles Willis and Rich- 
ard Henry Willis, M. A., Ph. D. Richmond, Va. Whittet and 
Shepperson. 

These gentlemen have made another useful contribution to Virginia 
genealogy, in an attractive volume of one hundred and fifty-six pages. 

The Willis coat of arms with its noble motto,. " Defend the Right," is 
the frontispiece of the book itself. The American Willises are of Eng- 
lish extraction, and as we read we conclude that notwithstanding the 
connection across the water is not absolutely fixed, this good old Vir- 
ginia family must have come from English progenitors of scholarship 
and good breeding. From the first they have married into the most 
prominent Virginia families and have in every period filled eminent social 
and official positions. The Willis family is closely allied to the Wash- 
ington, Warner, Lewis, Reade, Carter, Byrd, Champe, Dangerfield, 
Burwell, Bassett, Ambler, Tayloe, Lightfoot, Thornton, Innes, Talia- 
ferro, Madison and Smith (of Shooter's Hill), families, each of which 
has mention in "The Willis Family." 

By marriage the Willises are connected with Napoleon Bonaparte and 
George Washington, and when Catharine Murat (nee Willis) was in 
London, Paris and other foreign capitals she received as much courtesy 
by reason of her kinship with Washington as she did from having mar- 
ried the nephew of the great Napoleon. 

Mr. Willis has inserted amidst his genealogies many charming anec- 
dotes which relieve the monotony of family descent. Any descendant 



